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APPLICATION for FARMER TRAINEES
Please complete and return the following form as soon as possible. We will begin to accept applicants on a rolling admission beginning in December, 2009. SPACE IS LIMITED: Registrations will be evaluated and accepted by a review panel based on experience and commitment to complete the program.  Applicants will be notified at the end of December and the end of January, 2010. ELIGIBILITY: Program is open to individuals who are committed to becoming sustainable food producers.  Experienced is preferred but beginners are welcome to apply.  Related information is on the NABC website: www.AgBizCenter.org. Housing needs will be met by the WISH Foundation, Whidbey Island. 
Email completed form to: Sebastian@agbizcenter.org
Or Mail to: Maryon Attwood/ NABC, P.O.Box 2924, Mount Vernon, WA, 98273
	Farmer Trainee Information

	Name
	

	Phone
	
	Mobile
	

	Address
	

	City
	
	State
	
	Zip
	

	Email
	

	Date of Birth
	
	Social Security #
	

	Please provide two written references with contact information.


	  1)    Name                                                    Address                            



	
	         Phone                                                    Email



	
	        Relationship

	
	   2)   Name                                                    Address                            



	
	         Phone                                                    Email



	
	        Relationship

	Why are you personally                                                                            interested in this 

hands-on farm project?

	

	Please list any experience you have had in farming, agriculture, etc. Please include the number of years or months engaged in farming.

	

	Do you currently lease or own your own land? Please include how many acres you have farmed or are farming right now? 

	
	Own land?
# of acres:
	

	Will you be able to commit to 30/hours/week from February – October? 

	

	Will you have housing needs on Whidbey Island? Please explain.


	

	Please list your educational                           experience.     
                                                         
	

	Is there anything else you think we should know?


	

	Do you have a vision of how you will use this CSA training to achieve your own farming goals? Please explain.  

	

	This will be a physically demanding program requiring you to lift 30 lbs.  – do you have physical challenges for which you will need assistance? 
	

	How did you hear about this Program? 


	


“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs). To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).”

This material is based upon work supported by the Washington State USDA Specialty Crop Block Grants
Email completed form to: Sebastian@agbizcenter.org
Or mail completed form to: Maryon Attwood/ NABC     P.O. Box 2924, Mount Vernon, WA 98273
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Whidbey Island Share a Home !




NABC has partnered with Whidbey Island Share a Home to offer housing options for our CSA students.  Applications are available through the NABC or WISH websites: www.agbizcenter.org or www.whidbeywish.org/index.html Please read on for more about their program:
WISH is a non-profit home share program. Our mission is to provide opportunities for affordable housing alternatives on Whidbey Island. We utilize existing housing by helping bring together home providers who want to share their homes with home seekers looking for an affordable place to live. 

WISH offers the following services: 

· Community Referrals 

· Affordable Housing 

· Low Rent/Service Exchange Options 

· Background & Reference Checks 

· Periodic Match Follow-up 

· Conflict Resolution 

A service fee donation is requested; however no one is denied service for inability to pay.
WHAT IS HOME SHARING? 

Each person has either a private room and shares common living areas; or rents a small, separate apartment. 

Home providers are willing to share space in their home in exchange for rent, services or a combination of both. For older home owners, sharing means remaining independent in their own homes. 

Home seekers are looking for affordable housing on Whidbey Island. For those looking for a place to rent, sharing offers a better place to live for less. 

For both, home sharing is a practical and economical way to live. Each person or party has a private room and shares common living areas. 

Whether you want to keep living at home, or find a place to call home, give WISH a call at: 360-331-5910 or 800-864-7549. 

HOW IT WORKS 

No two home sharing arrangements are alike. They vary according to the personal needs, time and abilities of the people involved. 

1. Call WISH to request an application. 

2. We contact references and conduct a criminal background check. 

3. We meet with you for an in-depth interview to understand your housing needs and personal interests. 

4. Profile listings of all approved home providers and home seekers are made available. 

5. WISH is a “self-match” program. You decide who you would like to meet. If both parties are in agreement, WISH provides contact information. 

6. Once you have met, you both decide if you want to live together. 

WISH staff is available for ongoing support and assistance upon request. 
PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS
In order for you to participate in the WISH program you must agree and adhere to the following criteria: 

1. Age Requirements: The Primary Home-Sharers must be at least 18 years old. 

2. Location: The home to be shared must be located on Whidbey Island. 

3. Space Requirements: If you are considering acting as a home provider, your home must have at least two bedrooms: one for yourself and at least one for the home seeker(s). You must decide if the space is to be furnished or unfurnished and make sure it is ready to be occupied. 

4. References: For your protection, WISH requires both parties to provide three character references. References must be from people who have known the potential home sharers for at least two years. 

5. Criminal Record Check: WISH requires that all parties must undergo a criminal background check. WISH will conduct this check as a service to both parties. If you have not been a resident of Washington State for the past two years there will be a charge to conduct the check. Note: Individuals convicted of a Felony are not eligible to participate in this program. 

6. Waiver and Release of All Liability of WISH: WISH provides information about home-sharers based on information received and assumes that such information is accurate. WISH does not verify all of the information received. WISH cannot and will not be responsible to you should any information be wrong, or should anything go wrong between the home-provider and the home-seeker. The decision whether or not to home-share and with whom you home-share, is totally your responsibility. The information and documents provided by WISH are only to assist in helping you consider the material aspects of home-sharing. Accordingly, please read carefully the Waiver of Liability Form. 

7. Home Share Application Forms and Agreements: You must complete all the forms requested by WISH to assist in making your match. You must also complete and sign the Home-Share Agreement Form in order for the match to be completed. These forms act as a guide between you and your home share partner and they bring to your attention aspects in your shared living arrangement. They will also assist you in putting that arrangement in writing. 

8. Commitment to Communicate: You must communicate with the WISH Staff and with potential house sharers that contact you directly. This is essential in making the process work. Your application will be inactivated if it has been more than 2 months since we have heard from you. If this should occur, you may contact us again to reactivate the application. 
















